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Dear Friends,

November rolled to a close with a great time of Thanksgiving! As I reflect on
this past year, there is much to be thankful for. At the top of my list would be my
family and right behind them would be North Point. This church has blessed me,
stretched me, and helped my grow in my faith in God as well as my faith in his people.

Each November, North Point puts together Thanksgiving Baskets filled with
everything to make a traditional thanksgiving dinner, from the turkey to the pumpkin
pie mix and whipped cream. ILast year, we delivered 15 baskets to families in our
community that were in need of a little help or extra encouragement. As we geared up
with expectations of topping this number, we had no idea what God had in store.

The most difficult aspect to this community outreach is finding the names of
people who are truly in need. Many people keep their needs private and those
organizations that may know of needs are unable to disclose them. So we find
ourselves depending greatly on God for this and we spend much time praying for
names. God does not disappoint! As the final Sunday approached, we found ourselves
blessed with an abundance of names...30 to be exact! As I added up the cost of 30
baskets, I became a little concerned for our ability to meet this great of a need. 15
baskets was a lot and though we had grown by over 20% this past year, it still didn’t
add up. What were we to do if we didn’t have enough? How were we to determine
who would receive a basket and who wouldn’t? I approached members of our
leadership with this and asked what solution they might offer. The response, we will
meet every need presented.

I went into that final Sunday wondering if we would have enough. The need
was presented at the close of our worship celebration and people were directed to
those in charge of the outreach and reminded that we would meet for packing and
delivery at 3pm at the ministry center. When I arrived at the ministry center at 3:10 the
parking lot was full. I walked up the stairs and found the offices filled with people and
baskets and turkeys (thankful dead and frozen!). I pulled Becky aside and asked how
things were going. She informed me that along with the various items people signed up
to bring, she had received over $800 in cash from others, and then a couple from
church called and asked how many turkeys were still needed. When she told them 10
they said that was how many they had bought.

Delivering the baskets is always a joy. As we divided up the baskets and
addresses, we huddled together for a time of prayer. It was truly a time of thanksgiving!
I believe it was C.S. Lewis who once said, “Pray as if all depends on God and work as
if it all depends on you!”

Share Christ, Build Believers



This type of giving and faith is not an isolated event at North Point. As I think of this past year, I
have watched the church rally to send a team to Haiti, I have seen them increase giving to ensure that we
can continue to support the church plant in Laramie and continue to give 10% of our offerings to NPEA
for further church planting. They have come together to help people move, to provide school supplies for
classrooms, to deliver meals to those who have been ill or given birth, and to hand out a record number
of bottles of water during the festival in the park.

And I have heard an increasing number of stories of individuals giving on their own of their time,
talents, and treasures. From volunteering at the community free clinic to stopping to talk and pray with a
stranger struggling with the loss of a loved one. From offering a ride to someone in need to lending a
hand shoveling a drive way.

I am blessed by the community of believers that God has brought together here. And I know there
are many others in our community (and world) that would say the same. I pray that you continue to be
encouraged by what God is doing here and that you are witnessing much of the same with the Body of
Christ where you live.

For His glory and honor and praise!

Prayer Points for December:

-Praise God for the giving heart in the people of North Point. Pray that God might use them in mighty ways to
reach out to others.

-Pray for the vision to see the real needs in out community and the courage of our people to follow through.

-Pray for our Christmas plans: Sermon series, Christmas outreach events, Christmas eve service, Kids Point
Christmas Program. The goal of all of our efforts is to praise and worship God and share the gospel message.

-Pray for North Point’s Budget team. Pray for wisdom and blessing as they analyze and set next year’s budget.
-Pray for our leadership team. Mark Goodrich, Zane Verhulst, Mark Reese, Ryan and Matt.

-Pray for our ministry team leaders. The volunteer work that they do is among some of the most important
ministry as we reach out to unchurched families:

Emily Walter —Kid’s Point Whitney Holst —Nursery

Mark Goodrich —Praise Team Lorie Meade —Hospitality

Dan Cooper —Tech team

-Pray for the ministry staff and families:
The Branum’s (Matt, Becky, Reagan and Jackson)
The Charest’s (Ryan, Pam, Reese, Lilly and Ryder).

-Please keep in prayer the following school district personnel: The High School has been an amazing blessing to
the church allowing us to worship in friendly, neutral ground.
Pray for the Superintendant of Schools (Dave Peters), Business Manager (Craig Crosswait),
Head of Maintenance (Doug Deppy), H.S. Principal (Steve Morford), and Head Custodian (Jeff Keifers).

-Pray for our church plants (White Water in Laramie) and future plant possibilities (Bismarck, ND; Sheridan, WY)
For more prayer points, join the North Point Prayer Team at:

Pray@NorthPointcc.net



