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Dear Partner In Ministry, 
 

Who knew that a place with some of the crummiest winter weather in the country could be 

so hip, so financially with it, so very cool (in a chic, lightly frost-nipped way)? 
 

A recent article in the Fargo Forum newspaper included some of the following information. One of the biggest 

honors of the year was claiming the crown of “America’s Toughest Weather City,” handed out to Fargo by The 

Weather Channel on April Fools’ Day. The Daily Beast figures North Dakota’s Grand Forks, Bismarck and Fargo 

are the second, third and fourth coldest cities in the United States, respectively. Other fascinating facts about 

North Dakota: 

 

 North Dakota’s economy was the best-performing in the U.S. in the second quarter, thanks largely to the oil 

boom.  

 The 2011 Milken Institute Best Performing Cities Index ranked Bismarck 2nd, Fargo 7th, and Grand Forks 24th 

among small metro areas. 

 Bismarck and Fargo were 1st and 2nd for lowest unemployment rates at 2.4% 3.1%, respectively, in October. 

 Forbes magazine put North Dakota at #4 on its annual Best State for Business and Careers list, up seven spots 

from last year. 

 24/7 Wall Street, an online financial site, named North Dakota as the third-best-run state. 

 North Dakota also has reached its highest-ever population, 683,932. 

 The state gained 50,000 residents in the past eight years. 

 

Who wouldn’t want to move to North Dakota? Who wouldn’t want to live in Bismarck, ND? If you know of 

any worship ministers, children’s ministers, or launch team families that are living anywhere else, tell them to 

head for North Dakota, not only because of God’s smiling face on this state, but also because Derek (lead church 

planter) is still in need of these positions to help plant this new church, only 8 months away! We will plant the 

state’s first (Instrumental) Restoration Church on September 9th. (I stand corrected on this. God used two men and 

the same article to put “Instrumental” in parentheses. I have never thought that my brothers in the non-

instrumental churches where not part of the Restoration movement.) We also need seven more mission teams to 

come pray. But keep in mind, once you get here, you might call this your new home! 

 

God’s timing is always perfect. We received great news right before Christmas that River Hills Christian 

Church, in Loveland, OH, has joined the North Dakota Church Planting Network! Great friends of this 

ministry, Jeff Metzger, Sr. Minister, and his wife, Teresa, Ex. Minister, along with the rest of their team, made 

this happen! So this project is totally funded for us. Praise God! My prayer has always been, “God, could you 

please provide the rest of the funding for this project before the first of the year,” and He did! Thanks for hearing 

His voice and coming alongside this ministry, River Hills! 

 

December also brought some sad, yet exciting news, for NPEA. Marion Cain, Dale Kesterson, and Willie 

Coop — all former board members, have decided to step down from their respective positions. I speak for 

everyone at NPEA when I say these gentleman will be greatly missed, and we appreciated there dedication and 

service to this ministry. Marion was on this board when I was a church planter in Fargo. He is one of the true 

pioneers for this ministry. Dale came on a few years back, and ended up helping immensely with our Leadership 

Retreat (which I will talk about in a moment). Willie not only helped NPEA, but also got the West Way Christian 

Church, Scottsbluff, NE, involved with us as well. They were a Living Link for White Water Christian Church 

and now for the church plant that will take place in Bismarck, ND. We were saddened to hear of their decisions to 
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leave, but excited to see what God has in mind for us in the future as He adds new board members. 

 

We have started to shift gears now towards our next church plant in Sheridan, WY, Lord willing in the fall 

of 2013. 

 

The following items could use your prayers: 

 Start a national search to hire a Lead Church Planter and Associate Planter. 

 Set the financial budget for this project. 

 Reformulate the Great Northern Church Planting Network. 

 Gather three launch team families.  

 Get mission teams to come and pray over the Harvest Field. 

 

That’s a start. We do have three mother churches already committed to this project. It is one of the reasons 

we decided God wanted us to plant a church here. North Point Christian Church, Spearfish, SD; Paradise Valley 

Christian Church, Casper, WY, and the Christian Church of Gillette, Gillette, WY. You could also keep two other 

possible mother churches in your prayers. It would be great to have at least one more mother church for this plant. 

 

We are currently working on our 2011 Annual Report, which we should be able to get to you next month via our 

website (PDF copy) and a hard copy upon your request. It is always exciting to look back and see what God has 

accomplished along with some of faith goals we set for Him to accomplish in 2012. 

 

Mark your calendars for our 9th Annual Leadership Retreat  March 2-3rd, in Spearfish, SD at the 

beautiful Holiday Inn! This year God has blessed us with Bob Russell (retired Sr. Minister, South East Christian 

Church) and Jack Coffee (former Elder, South East Christian Church). This year’s theme will be “Developing A 

Functional & Biblical Leadership Team. You won’t want to miss this leadership training event! You can register 

online at www.npea.info/leadership-retreat.html. You can also download a brochure and mail in your registration 

if you wish. The brochure will also provide you with all the details for this event. I look forward to seeing all of 

you and don’t forget that wives can come for free! 

 

I am not big on New Year’s Resolutions, but this quote reminds me of an easy resolution all of us could/should 

practice in 2012. This is taken from the book Missional Spirituality: “When we enter our neighborhoods and 

networks, we enter pubs, restaurants, supermarkets, dentist offices and schools where broken and needy people 

live, and we become Jesus for them. When we engage in mission, we connect with people where they are and 

don’t wait for them to come to us.” “GO”! 

 
 
Going in 2012,        

  
 
 

Mike Sojka 

Assistant Director, NPEA 

                                           
P.S. -  Take a Prayer Mission Trip in 2012 to Bismarck, ND! 

 

  NPEA Income ~ Expense   

  January 1 ð Dec. 31st, 2011   

  Income:    

  Individuals  $   61,022.50    

  Church  $   68,079.86    

  Speaking  $     5,383.40    

  Total Income:  $ 134,485.76    

  Total Expenses:  $ 132,737.42    

  Net Total:  $     1,748.34    

  Transfer - Next Plant  $     1,748.34    

  Total:  $            0.00   

      

  Income Goals:    

  Monthly  $     13,333.00    

  Yearly  $   160,000.00    


